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inclined to devotion, spent all his time with religious
singers. Another cause of offence was that, whereas
all the Nagar community were strict followers of
the god Shiva, Narsinh was a fervent devotee of
the Lord Krishna. At last Narsinh's brother's wife
could keep her temper no longer. She said to him,
CA washerman's stone slab is more useful than you
are !' This was too much for Narsinh. He left
his brother's house and fled to Gopnath on the sea-
coast of Kathiawar. There he fasted and prayed to
the god Shiva, his family god, until at last the mighty
deity took pity on him. On the seventh day of the
penance Shiva appeared to Narsinh in all his splen-
dour and glory. He bade Narsinh ask for a boon.
Narsinh asked falteringly for a vision of the Lord
Krishna. Shiva granted it and dressing the boy
as a milkmaid, bore him away to Dwarka, where
the fortunate youth was allowed to see the dance of
the Lord Krishna with the gopis. The vision deter-
•mined Narsinh's career and from a backward boy
he became a deeply inspired poet. His first couplet
was in praise of his brother's wife who by her cruel
speech had been the instrument to win him a vision
of the Lord Krishna :
'Praise be to my brother's wife ! She spoke harshly
to me.
'Then  I,   Narsiuh,   lost all fear  and  saw  Krishna,
Life of the World/
Narsinh, with his wife and children soon after-
wards left his brother's house and lived in a little
liut, where now is to be seen the platform known
as Narsinh's Choro ; but he was as sore a trial to his
wife Manekbai, as afterwards Tukaram proved to
Avalai. He earned no money, but spent his days in

